USDA 



United States Department of Agriculture 
National Agricultural Statistics Service 

Crop Weather Report 



.^ySiii:<^. 




bim^- 



Issue: 09-08 

Issued: Weekly: Apr-Oct 
Monthly: Nov-Mar 

Weather Summary 



Montana Field Office ■ 10 W 15'" St, Suite 3100 ■ Helena, MT 59626 
(406) 441-1240 ■ (406) 441-1250 FAX ■ www.nass.usda.gov/mt 



Released: May 4 2009 

For the Week Ending: 
May 3, 2009 



Montana received adequate moisture throughout the state 
during the week ending May 3'^'^. Great Falls received 0.87 
of an inch of precipitation on the 29'\ breaking the old daily 
record of 0.43 of an inch set in 1913. Great Falls set 
several new snowfall records for the period of April 27*^ 
through 29'^ Great Falls received 16.1 inches of snow on 
the 29"^ breaking the old daily record of 5.4 inches set in 
1913. Miles City received 0.73 of an inch of precipitation on 
the 30'\ breaking the old daily record of 0.66 of an inch set 
in 1953. Grass Range received the most weekly 
accumulated precipitation with 2.44 inches. Highs were 
mostly in the 60s and 70s, and lows were mostly in the 
teens and 20s. Thompson Falls had the weekly high 
temperature at 75 degrees. Cascade had the weekly low 
temperature at 11 degrees. Topsoil moisture adequate and 
surplus is 96 percent, above last week's 92 percent, last 
year's 44 percent, and the five-year average of 62 percent. 
Subsoil moisture adequate and surplus is 76 percent, 
above last week's 71 percent, last year's 23 percent, and 
the five-year average of 43 percent. The number of days 
suitable for field work was 1.6, down from last week's 4.2 
days. 

The weather outlook for May ll"* through May 17*^ is for 
above normal temperatures and below normal precipitation 
east of the continental divide and for near normal 
temperatures and near normal precipitation west of the 
divide. Normal temperatures for this period in Montana are 
highs in the mid 50s to the upper 60s and lows ranging 
from upper 20s to the lower 40s. 

Livestock Report 

A major spring snow storm during the week resulted in 
livestock losses particularly in the North Central and 
Central areas of the state. Producers have begun moving 
livestock to summer ranges. Range and pasture feed 
conditions improved from last week with 41 percent good to 
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Field Crops Report 

Forty-one percent of farmers have not started their field work 
yet. Fieldwork was limited to only a couple of days due to a 
major snow storm in the North Central and Central areas. 
Fields that are wet and saturated need several days of 
sunshine until they can resume fieldwork. Winter wheat 
conditions declined slightly from last week with 62 percent 
good to excellent compared to 64 percent last week, 37 
percent last year, and a five-year average of 52 percent. 
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+ 1.95 


144 


Stanford 


57 


17 


34 





-14 


1.19 
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-0.85 


83 


Dillon 


54 


21 


36 





-2 
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+0 
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+0.04 


0.82 


-0.29 


74 


6.68 


+ 1.53 


130 


SOUTH CENTRAL 




























Billings 


59 


29 


43 





-23 
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+0 


0.70 


+0.22 
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+0.30 
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52 


Gardiner 
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41 
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0.46 
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3.23 


+ 1.68 
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6.47 


+0.96 


117 


Huntley 


59 


23 


42 





-19 


0.96 


+0.48 


2.02 


+0.21 


112 


7.79 


+ 1.64 
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Hysham 


62 


26 


44 





-26 


1.61 


+ 1.15 


2.40 


+0.88 


158 


8.23 


+2.83 
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Joliet 


58 


24 


40 





-15 


0.43 


-0.17 


2.36 


+0.13 


106 


7.74 


+0.00 


100 


Livingston 


59 


23 


37 





-10 


0.78 


+0.27 


2.37 


+0.56 


131 


5.15 


-1.10 


82 


Nye 


59 


20 


39 





-14 


0.94 


+0.34 


2.48 


+0.17 


107 


9.69 
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+0.12 


2.46 


+0.56 


129 
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+0.53 


108 


SOUTHEAST 
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0.34 


-0.15 


1.60 


-0.16 


91 


8.78 


+4.00 
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28 


42 
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0.49 
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0.81 


-0.75 
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-1.44 


74 


Broadus 


67 


26 


45 
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-21 


0.51 


+0.06 


1.77 


+0.01 
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8.16 


+2.32 


140 
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62 


23 


41 





-19 


0.17 


-0.34 


1.51 


-0.57 


73 


9.20 


+2.30 


133 
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61 


30 


44 
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-25 


0.84 


+0.42 


1.26 


-0.32 
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4.23 


-0.85 
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65 
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42 
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-0.04 
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-0.49 
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-0.19 


97 


Compiled byAWIS Inc 


;. based 


on NWS data 


DFN- 


Departi 


jre from normal 1 


971-2000 


. GDD-( 


3rowing d 


egree days 





